Around Ely

One of the country’s
smallest cities, Ely's
importance arose from its
position on higher ground,
surrounded by the flat,
agricultural land of the
Cambridgeshire Fens.
This landscape is shaped
more than most by
people. Before the huge

Prickwillow engine museum

drainage projects of the
seventeenth century, the
‘Isle of Ely’ was probably
a true description, and
the name lasted into
recent times in its council
and a parliamentary
constituency. Some say
that Ely’s name comes
from eel catching in

its many surrounding
waterways, an occupation
that also continued into
the twentieth century
using punts and elongated
wicker traps (see film of
this at Ely Museum).

A landscape
shaped by drainage
What little drainage

there was in the middle
ages fell into disrepair
after the dissolution of
the monasteries about
1540. So Francis, Earl

of Bedford, led the
‘Adventurers’ (from

which Adventurers’ Fen
near Wicken is named)
to improve agricultural
land by promoting new
waterways, the key being
a 34km dead straight
canal to divert the Great
Ouse. Now called the Old
Bedford River, this was
completed in the 1630s.
Vermuyden’'s New Bedford
River followed after 1650.

These parallel Bedford
rivers, north-west of Ely,
now form a key part of
the modern landscape. In
winter the Ouse Washes,
the half mile between the
two channels, floods and
freezes. This variously
acts as a reservoir for
excess water, a skating
rink, and one of the
most important wetland
habitats in the country.
Each new year, around
9,000 Bewick's and
whooper swans arrive.

The Wildfowl and
Wetlands Trust at Welney

has a visitor centre open
all year, right on National
Cycle Route 11.

Drainage has influenced
the whole area. After
water was removed, the
spongy peat shrank, so
many of the waterways
lie well above the
surrounding land, most
clearly seen along the
Lodes Way cycleway
which crosses several

of the old canals. The
basin at Reach is the
terminus of one such
‘lode’, evidence of trading
activity since Roman
times. Reach is also

the site of an annual
May fair and the end of
Devil’'s Dyke, a 12km-
long, Anglo-Saxon, chalk
rampart, now a valuable
grassland habitat.

The need to constantly
keep the water out
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means getting it up-hill,
so another characteristic
feature arrived: pumps.
Once there were many
wind pumps. An example
can still be visited at the
National Trust reserve at
Wicken Fen. Later, tall,
isolated buildings with
chimneys dotted the land
as over a hundred steam-
powered beam engines
replaced the windmills in
the 19th century. Now
electric pumps do the
job, but you can visit two
of the original engines: a
museum at Prickwillow
is an easy cycle ride east

Oliver Cromwell’s House, Ely

of Ely and Stretham Old
Engine Trust, to the south,
holds open days.

Ely

Ely is twelve miles from
Cambridge. It has many
historic buildings, some
dating back to medieval
times and is known for its
pattern of narrow streets
and monastic buildings.
From the riverside you can
take boat trips, riverside
walks, explore cafés and
antiques shops or listen to
music in the park.

The Cathedral, the Ship
of the Fens, is Ely’s most
prominent feature. In
fact, the town grew up
because of:the vatkEHral.
The present church, a
wonderful example of
Romanesque and Gothic

The New Bedford River and Ouse Washes near Pymoor

architecture, dates from
1083. It is on the site

of an earlier monastery,,,
founded by St Etheldreda
in 673, whose cult
derives from the supposed
preservation of her body,
and a later Benedictine
order.

The unusual octagon
tower, 52m high and
23m across, can be seen
from miles around. There
are guided tours of the
building and up the tower.

The cathedral also
houses the Stained
Glass Museum with
over a hundred works
covering 800 years
including % Hal and
contempbiéEry examples.

cathedral (his only
surviving residence other

than Hampton Court)

e (0]d West River)

now illustrates 17th
century domestic life and
Cromwell’s connections
to the Fens. It also
houses the city’s Tourist
Information Centre.

Ely Museum, just around
the corner, is housed in
the old Bishop’s Gaol
dating to the 13th century
and features the prison
cells among its exhibits.
More generally it covers
the area’s natural history
and pre-history through
Roman and Saxon periods
to moglern times.

Industrial Estate .
Ely Touris information Centre:

01353 6620§?

www.strethamoldengine.org.uk
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Cycling

Why cycle?
e |t's free.

* To save time — it's often
the quickest way to
get around town and
parking is free and easy.

* |t keeps you fit whilst
you get from A to B -
regular cyclists are as
fit as a person 10 years
younger and have a
reduced risk of heart
disease or stroke.

* To enjoy the open
spaces and countryside.

Cycling Tips

* Ride assertively — cycle
well out from the kerb
so that you are visible
to motorists. This will
discourage them from
overtaking too closely.

¢ Watch out for car doors
opening and make eye
contact with drivers
waiting to pull out.

* Don't overtake lorries
or buses on the left
at junctions as they
have a blind spot and
there could be fatal
consequences.

* Master the backward
look — practice looking
back over your right
shoulder so you can
turn right or overtake
without wobbling.

* Ensure your bike is
roadworthy.

An off-road cycleway runs betweer

Do's and Don'ts

* Be considerate to
pedestrians — they
should be given priority
on shared paths, so slow
down and use your bell.

* Don't cycle on the
pavement unless there
are blue signs indicating
that they are designated
cycle routes.

* Use lights at night —
reflective clothing is also
a good idea.

* Only use one-way
streets in the permitted
direction and obey traffic
signs in general.

Cycle Parking

* Cycle parking stands are
available in and around
the city centre.

 Sadly, cycle theft is
common. Always lock
your bike to a fixed
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Bell Holt L16 Dunstan St 115)16 : KimCl. . . . .. 18 : Paddock, The. . .K15 % Upherds Ln 115,16
Benedict St J15  Eaglesln. . G9HP : KilnLn. M15M16N16 : Padnal. . R4R5 : Uptonln . . P3,P4
L A BenthamWy . . . . . .L14 CEastfields. . At King Edgar CI. .. .L13 ! PageCt L15 * UptonPl . . P3
Beresford Rd. . H16,115,116,117  Egremont St . JI6KIB ¢ King's Ave. .L14,M14,N14 * Palace Green . . .K16 : Victoria Gdns. . @
Bernard St J16  Elderberry CI . . + King's School Acremont House ‘Paradeln. . . . . JI6J17 : Victoria Green C18,C19
Birch Cl M15  EmCl. C18,CID :  KI5K16 : Paradise Centre, The K15,L15,L16 : Victoria St K17,L17,03,Q4,R4,54
19 Bishop Langy Dr. . L14M14  ElmSide . .. R King'sSchool. .J17,)18K16,K17 : Paradise Field K15,L15,L16 : Villers View 02,03
1 9 BishopWynn CI . . . KI17L17  E!mfield * Kingmead Ct. . . .. R4 :Parkln G9 : Vinces Ct . . J16
Bishop's Garden. .K16  Ely Cathedral. + Kingsley Wk . H16H17I16I17 < Parson’s Ln 03,P3 : Vineyard Wy . . .L16
Bishops Cl H8,H9  Ely Cemetery. . . Kingsmead Ct R4 : Parsons Lane Park . . P3 : Vineyards, The K16,L16
Black Bank R Ely City Golf Club * Kirby Cross Ave . . 03 : Parsons Ln P3 : Walnut Tree CI H9
. 7,J5,)6,X4,K5,L3,L4,M2,M3 118,119,J17,J18 J19,K17,K18 | : Knowle Ct. . 02 * Pasture Grove H17 : Walpole Ct J17 K17
H I I\I N O Blackbar'/Drove N2,02,P2,P3,03  Ely College JIA)15K14K1p + Lancaster Way Business Park. + Peacock Cl Q4 % Walsingham Wy . . 115,116
* Blackbe ik Rd M2, N2 EIy Common : E19,E20,F19,F20 : Peacock Wy . . Q4 : WardWy . . BI19,C19
BlUe Boar Drove  M7,N8,08 Park . ¢ lancaster Wy. . . E20,F19,F20 : Pegasus Wk . L17 % Warren, The . D19
- Bohemond St. L15 EIy High Br|dge . L18 ¢ Langham Wy . M14 : Philippa CI L14 & Warwick Dr H17
_u Brambles, The P4,4  Ely Library K16 :  Lansdowne CI 117 : Pilgrims Wy 117+ Washington Cl P3,Q3
5 Branch Bank. . . . ElyMuseum . . . . . .KI6 : Lantern Community Primary . Pithouse Drove . J10,K10 : Waterside. L16,L17
§ R5,R6,R7,R8,54,55,39, SlOTlO Ely Rd E19,19,110J10,J11,J12,N14, :  School, The J14,K14K15 * Pond Ln H9 : Welland PI J14,K14
2 Branch Bridge R8 014,P4,P5,P6,P14,513,T13 : Larkfield Rd . . M14,M15 : Ponts Hill . . Q3 Wellington Rd. . F19,F20,G19
J Braystn . . . . . KI6L16 ElySailingClub . . . . .NIS : Lavender Green . . L17 < PoolsRd . .D20 % Wellington St Q3
Briar Grove H17  Ely Southern Bypass K20,L19,L20 : LawCl. .. Q4 : Poplar Tree Drove C14,C15 : Wensum Wy . R
Briars End C18C19 ElySt. . . . E19,F19 ¢ Lawnln 17819 : Pottersln. . . . . . .KI7 : WesleyWy B18,C18
Brick Kiln Ln . .. . . J8 ElyStJohn's Community Primary : Lawns Cres 18 * Prickwillow RdL15,L16,M15N14 N : WestEnd . . .16
Brickmakers Wy . . N6,N7,07,P7 School . . . . 116,117 © Leaford Dr 110 © 15,P14,014,R13,S13 : WestEnd CI . .B19
= o BridgeRd. . . . . KI8L18  ElyStMary's Coff Junior School . : Leap, The 04 * Priests Meadow Ct . . J16 : WestFenDrove . . .
g % Briery Fields . ... 019 M14 * Leicester CI H17 * Priors CI D19D20 : EI2,F10,F11,G9,G10
§__ 2 Brimstone Dr. M14,N13,N14  Elysian Cl. I17J17 + Lester Wy . . 02,P2 : Priors Ct . . .115J15 ¢ West Fen RdB12,B13,C12,C13,D13
= 3 Broad St . . K17,L16,L17  Engagement Bridge . .L18 ¢ LimesCl . .. . P3 :Pygore Drove. . B4B5C5 :  EL2,E13,F13,F14,G14,G15,H15,
Broadway. . . . . . D19 EngineYd 116 ¢ LisleCl L16,M16 : Pymoor Cricket Club C4 @ 115)15)16
Brooke Grove. . H15H16,115,116  Etheldreda St. 116 ¢ Lisle Ln L16,M15M16 : Pymoor Ln C4,D4,F4 * Westmoor Common
Brookside Grove . . P2,P3  Fairfax Ct . .J16 ¢ Little Downham Local Nature < Pymoor Recreation Ground  C3,C4 :  C5,C6,06,D7,D8,E8
Broom Cl . . Q4 Falcon Mews . .J15 ¢ Reserve H9,H10 : Quai d'Orsay . .L17 : Wheats Cl. . BI18,BI19
Browning Chase 03  Fallowfield P5 : Little Drove D2,03,F3 : Quanea Drove : Wheatsheaf Cl 117
Buckingham Dr . . . KI4,L14  Felton Wy . M14 * Little Ln JI6 ¢ MI9,N19,018,P18,018 * White Hart Ln. . @3
Buckthorn. M15  Fenland Ct 03 ¢ Little London Gdns . . K15 % Quay Hill . . Q3 % White Horse Ln . . 69
Burberry Ct Q3 FerryWy . .. Q3 : Little Marefen Drove MI,N1 : Quay House . . L17 = Wilford Dr. M14
Bury Green H9,I8  Field End . B18 B19 C18 * Little St 110 * Quayside . L17 ¢ Williams CI L13
g Butchers Row K16  Fieldside . .116,16 * Littleport Bowls Club Q4 : Queen Adelaide Wy . * Willow Ct . . . R4
= 4/@ Buttermarket . K16 Fifth Drove H2,H3,12 *  Littleport Cemetery . 02,03P2,P3 :  L18M17,M18N17 + Willow Grove . .. L6 L17
S Byall Drove A7 Firmary Ln K16 : Littleport Community Primary < Queen Emma Wk L14 : Willow Wk. . L16,L17,M17
18 = A Byall Fen Drove . A7,B8,B9,C8,C9  First Drove 156 K4,K5,L4 © School . . 03 * Queen’s Rd 02,03 : Windmill CI 117
MAL G’er?a”rhka"‘ o & V’I\Wimhcfo\rld California . .. 18J8 Fishers Bank. . RARS : Littleport Grange. . P5 ¢ Queens Rd 03 : Winfarthing Ct L17
2 ST Cam Dr " 4KIALA  Fitzgerald O .L13 3 Littleport Library. . Q3 : Quince Wy K14 @ WisbechRd . . .
% Cambridge Ct. .. . .JI7  FleetCl Q4 : Long Drove EQuinton Rd C18 : L1,M1,M2,N2,02,P2 P3 03
. 4 \\ Cambridge Rd 118,119,J16,J17  Fleetwood. . .K15: Cl4,D14,D15D17,E15E16,E17 : Rackham C of E Primary School . : Wissey Wy J14
WESLZy 7 QUINTON . S I Cambridgeshire Business Park Fore Hill K16,L16 : Longchamp Dr M14N14 3 C19,019 + Witchford RAF Museum E20
Wy W & I : . : Lo
RD \@“ S & & ey, i (Ely). . JI9,K18,K19  Fourth Drove . H3,H4,13,J2 + Longfield Rd . . 03 : Ramsey Rd M14,M15 : Witchford Rd . F19,H18,117,118 J17
— — GRANTACL < % 4% o S O’Vq ‘w‘\‘ Cambridgeshire Cl . . . 116 Fox's Drove 111J11 Longfields. . . L7 SRange, The J16 Witchford Recreation Ground .
J Z, vl gQ = I Camel Rd . . P1,P2,P3,02,03  Frankland Wk. M14 . Low RdP14,Q13, 014 R13 SlZ S13 : RavensCt. . . .. .J15 : DI19,D20,E19,E20
2 - *¢0 < __ = u Cannon St. . GYH919  Friars Ning P4 : LowerRd . . . .N20 : Red Admiral St N13,N14 : Witchford Village College
= o & ) =\ s = o I STRONG Q Al Canterbury Ave . . . . . 117 Friars Pl P3 : Lowfield Cres. .. 03,04 : Redcaps Ln D9DI0 : DI8DIYEIS
‘g‘ 5 ORTON DR § CLOVER § ‘}/ﬁfi\ ‘g&\ﬁ* 3 § £ )| as Canute Cres . . . . LI3,L14  Friars Wy . .. P3 Lumley Cl . . L13M13 ERedman Cl M13,M14 WoodfenRd . . .
= s S END */,::/ ~ S - § 2 Cardinals Tce. .L17  Frith Head Drove. C5 D5 E5 F5 : Lupins Cl . .. . . . 04 :RibeCt J16 : M5M6,N3,N4,N6, 02 03
= < ERER kg S Cardinals Wy . .17 Furrow, The 04,4 * LynnRd K15,K16,L12,L13  Riflemans CI . .L15 * Woodfen Road Green 03
= = Carey Cl M14  Gallery, The K16,K17 . L14,L15M10,M11,N10,010,P6, : Robins Cl . . J15 & Woodhouse Farm N9,N10
SUTTON'RD VIAINIST COLE CL. MAIN'ST = : . :
A Castelhythe . .. . .KI7  GaslLn. . .K17 :  P7,P8P9,P10,Q8,R2,S1,S2,T1  : Rosie Ct K16 : Woodlands Farm. . N2
WESTEND \% Cathedral Marina L17,L18  Gateway Gdns 117,18 * Lynton CI . .. L14 * Roswell Pits . . * Woolpack Yd . K16
19 o %’ Rackham C & Cathedral View . . . DI8EI8  GilbertRd. . . . 03¢ LntonDr. . . . . LI4LI5 ¢ MI5MI6NIS, N16 016 + Wrens Cl . )15
= WARD WY E Rimaiiichool e Cawdle Fen KI9,L18L19  Gilbert ScottDr . (L14 © MainDrove  GLG2H2,H3,HAHS : Roswell View . . LISM16 : Yeomans Wy . 04,05
N a Codar Ct . . . . - Q3 Glaives, The . HI7 & Main StAI2,A19,819,04,C5,019,D © Rye Cl . - 04 3 Yorke Wy . 17
Chamberlain Fields . . 03 Globeln . . . 03¢ 19,E19,G9,H8,H9,Q3 * Rye Gdns . . .. H9 :
Chambers Wy G9  Goldsmith Ct. . 115 ¢ Mallow CI. . J14 * Saffron Cl. 05 06, P5 P6 :
< Chantry Ln K16  Goodwin Grove . M14 Maltings, The. N A Y ;Samuels Wy . J16,)17
THE WARREN @ ; @‘\ Chapel Ln. .. . . . H9 Grace Gdns 117 : ManorCl . . €19,018,D19 : Sandhill R4
o e & Chapel St. . . . . J16KI6  GranaryEnd . . CI18,19 : Manor CourtRd . . . DI8D19 : Sandhills Bridge . . Rast :
Q@*‘” ‘/’(/V Ground ¥ $ Charles Graven Ct K17 Granary Ln 03 : Manor Pl . ... Q3 : Sandy's Cres. CL 04
§ ~ S Chase, The 116,117 Granby St. L. @3 Manor Rd . . C18,p18 ESaxon Business Park N3,N4
Q@Q’ §’ Chelmer Wy . K14 Grange Ln. . N5,05,P5 : Marefen Drove L1,M1 : SaxonCl . ... J15)16
& R4 Chequer Ln K16  GrantaCl . . BI8BI19 : MarketPl. .K16 * School Ln A12,A13,B4,C4,H8 *
o CherryDr. . . . . L1314  Gravel End ALLAIZ & Market St. . K16 * School Rd. K14 ¢
= Witchford RAF Fancastrda Cherry Hill K17 GrayAve . ... 05 MarriottDr J16 * Second Drove :
= Museu Chestnut Ln . . . 04 Green Drove . . AI3B13 : Marrowayln BI6B17BI8BI9 : H55J4K3,12,Q12R12,811 :
§ * y Chettisham Meadow K11 Greenln . .K16 : Marshal Drove 19,J10,K9,L9 : Sedge Fen Drove. . A14,B13,B14 :
N '1 Chiefs St . . . . J16  Greenham Park . .. .CI8 i Marshalls Ln .110,J10 : Seekings Wy . . J19,J20,K20,L19 :
&Qﬁ Christopher Tye Cl J15  Grunty Fen Rd D19,020 Martin’s Ln G9,H9 ESeventh Drove Gl
N § Church Cl. .. . . .Al2  Guelder Rose. . MI15 : Martingale Ln 04 - Sheriffs Gdns. JL13
‘ N Church Ln. . K16,K17,P3,03  Guernsey Wy . . 04,P4 * Matthew Wren Cl H9,19 * Ship Ln L7 ¢
Il ChurchVlew . . . . C19D19  Gunning Rd M13 : Mawson Cl 117 Shire Ln 05 :
| Church Wy H8,819  HaleFen . . . . . . . P1: MayfieldCl 11515 : SiltRd. . Q3R3 :
= o / Churchill CI I16  HamiltonRd . . . . . . 117 : Meadow Cl D18 * Silver St JI6,K17 ¢
_ ‘@y‘z‘ Churchill Ct H9  Hamlet, The . L10,MI0,M11 :  Meadow Ct N2,02 : SimeonCl. . . MI13 ¢
20 A B - C D £ E / F Cineworld . . 114 Hardwicke Cl. . P2,P3 Meadow Wy . H17 §S|rJames Black Rd K18
Y,



www.camcycle.org.uk/bikesontrains
www.nationalrail.co.uk
www.stainedglassmuseum.com
www.elycathedral.org
https://facebook.com/SohamCycles
www.cassellie.net
mailto:dtekhpvs@btconnect.com
www.themotoristcentre.co.uk
www.elymuseum.org.uk
www.citycyclecentre.com
www.olivercromwellshouse.co.uk
www.thenationalbyway.org



